Treatment of teat obstruction in a cow by transfer of oral mucosa and temporary implantation of an intraluminal tube.
A dairy cow was examined because of extensive obstruction of a teat cistern. The teat was treated by surgical resection of scar tissue, transplantation of an oral-mucosal autograft, and temporary implantation of a silastic tube. The silastic tube became dislodged from the teat, and was surgically removed 30 days after the initial surgery. The cow subsequently had 2 normal lactations. Prior to the third postoperative lactation, the cow developed severe udder edema. During lactation, the surgically treated teat became hard and was difficult to milk. The cow was then culled.